
 
Backwards By Design Unit/Time Frame Plan Template  

 
 

Subjects  Language Arts, Math, and Arts Ed Grade Level 7/8 

Theme/Topic for 

Time-frame/Unit 

Literacy and The News Dates/Number 

of Classes 

March 11 - March 29 

Developed By Jakob Dickson 

 

Stage 1 - Identify Desired Results  
 

Learning Outcomes 
Grade 8: 
Language Arts: 
CR8.1 - View, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of texts that address identity (e.g., Becoming Myself), social responsibility (e.g., In 
Search of Justice), and efficacy (e.g., Building a Better World). 
b) Demonstrate comprehension of a variety of visual, oral, print, and multimedia (including digital) texts by: 
understanding the ideas: Clearly, completely, and accurately summarize and explain the ideas and implicit and explicit messages (including setting, main 
characters, conflicts, events) in texts; cite details that support the main ideas; make logical inferences; interpret obvious themes or author's message 
logically. 
i) Discuss how similar ideas, people, experiences, and traditions are conveyed in a variety of oral, print, and other texts. 
j) Consider how text has contributed to understanding of self and others (e.g., cultural groups). 
CC8.3 - Select and use the appropriate strategies to communicate meaning before (e.g., plan, organize, and sequence ideas to fit purpose, point of view, 
and format), during (e.g., use and maintain appropriate point of view for audience and purpose), and after (e.g., revise final drafts and presentations to 
ensure that the format and patterns within that format contribute to the effectiveness of the composition) speaking, writing, and other representing 
activities. 
a) Demonstrate an understanding of the creating process by preparing (pre-writing), creating drafts, revising, and creating a final copy or product. 
b) Progress through stages/phases of the creating process (i.e., before [pre-], during [drafting], and after [revising] presenting) as needed. 
c) Use several strategies before, during, and after representing, speaking, and writing 
CC8.5 - Create and present a variety of visual and multimedia presentations including an illustrated report, a role play that ends with a tableau, a 
dramatization, presentation software, a newscast with adequate detail, clarity, and organization to explain (e.g., an important concept), to persuade (e.g., 
an opinion on an issue, a mini-debate), and to entertain (e.g., a humourous incident). 
c) Choose appropriate technology (including digital) to represent understanding and enhance communication. 
i) Use more than one type of media in a presentation. 
Arts Education: 
CR8.1 - Respond to professional dance, drama, music, and visual art works through the creation of own arts expressions. 
b) Analyze and discuss how dance, drama, music, visual and interdisciplinary arts are expressions of individual or collective perspectives 
c) Respond to arts expressions using one or more approaches such as those described in online curriculum support materials entitled "Responding to Arts 
Expressions". 
d)Create own work (e.g., visual or performing arts) in response to a professional arts expression, and describe how own work is inspired or influenced by 
the original work. 
CR8.2 - Investigate and identify ways that today's arts expressions often reflect concern for social issues. 
c) Describe, analyze, and interpret the work (dance, drama, music, visual, film) of a variety of artists whose work incorporates social commentary. 
Grade 7: 



 

Language Arts: 
CR7.1 - View, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of texts that address identity (e.g., Thinking for Oneself), social responsibility (e.g., 
Participating and Giving Our Personal Best), and efficacy (e.g., Doing Our Part for Planet Earth). 
b) Demonstrate comprehension and response to visual, oral, print, and multimedia (including digital) texts by: 
understanding the ideas: Construct and justify interpretation of text; accurately restate and paraphrase main ideas; interpret the purpose and theme; 
identify evidence that supports the interpretation; generate and respond to comprehension tasks or questions providing details and support from the text; 
compare new information with previous knowledge and beliefs; describe setting, characters, main events, conflict, and how they are related; state and 
support beliefs about characters' motivations and feelings; use information and ideas from a variety of sources (including newspapers, websites, electronic 
media, anthologies, magazines) to complete tasks. 
c) Compare own with others' understanding of people, cultural traditions, and values portrayed in texts. 
CC7.5 - Create and present a variety of representations including visual and multimedia presentations such as displays, illustrations, and videos, and 
enhance communication with appropriate graphic organizers, charts, circle graphs, timelines, maps, and sound effects. 
a) Explore ideas and express understanding using a variety of representations (e.g., timelines, models, videos, news items). 
c) Use the appropriate strategies in the representing process including planning and focusing, scripting and layout, revising, and producing. 
e) Create and edit video files. 
f) Create literary representations with some original qualities including narratives and dramatic scenes (e.g., skit or short video script). 
h) Present to a specific audience (e.g., a presentation to adults) an oral, written, visual, or multimedia project using appropriate presentation software. 
Arts Education: 
CR7.1 - Respond to professional dance, drama, music, and visual art works using analysis, personal interpretation, and research. 
a) Describe, analyze, and interpret dance, drama, music, and visual art works. 
Mathematics: 
SS7.1 - Demonstrate an understanding of circles including circumference and central angles. 
a) Identify the characteristics of a circle. 
b) Define and illustrate the relationship between the diameter and radius of a circle. 
g) Generalize, from investigations, the relationship between the circumference and the diameter of a circle. 
h) Define pi (π) and explain how it is related to circles. 
Key Understandings Essential Questions 

Students will understand that... 
-News is produced by people with opinions and biases 
-Extracting deeper meaning behind stories is a similar process to determining 
bias in the news 
-Prewriting and editing are key parts of writing 
-Sometimes someone can say one thing and mean another 
 
 

Why do we write? 
How is a written piece formed? 
How do we best communicate? 
What are biases? 
How do we decipher language used on the news and in texts? 
What forms do the written word take? 
 

Knowledge: 
 

Skills 
 

Students will know... 
-Editing process 
-What ‘bias’ means 
-Multiple ways to respond to art 
-How personal experiences influence art 
-Writing is an art form 

Students will be able to… 
-Pre-write and edit short stories and scripts 
-Create a story from a picture prompt 
-Identify characteristics of a circle 
-Video editing skills 

 



 
 
 

Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence 
 

Assessment Evidence  
 
-Exit slips (March 18th - What social issue are you passionate about?) 
-Rubric for video presentations 
-Detailed notes on group work during newscast assignment 
-Recorded topic ideas for newscast assignment (exit slip) 
Student Self-Assessment 
How will students reflect upon or self-assess their learning? Provide at least three examples of how you can engage students in self-assessments. 

Self-reflection worksheet to be completed after short story assignment. Questions will cover what students think they did well, what they think they can 
improve on, what they need more practice/help with, and one goal for their next writing assignment 
 
 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan  
How will you engage students at the beginning of the time frame/unit? (Motivational set for the unit) 

Read the short story “Sticks” by George Saunders aloud to class to intro short story assignment. Beforehand, I will show them a 
screenshot from the short film based on the story and get students to guess what the story is about. 
What events will help students experience and explore the deep understandings and questions in the unit plan? 
How will you equip them with needed skills and knowledge? Note: For this assignment you must include full 
summary details across all columns for 6 days only. For the other days, you need to complete the Outcome(s) 
and Indicators column along with a brief description of the learning tasks/experiences in the second column 
below. 
# Assessment  

 
Instructional Strategies/Process  

Learning Tasks/Experiences 
Resources/Materials 

1 Question sheets will be collected at the end 
of the lesson 

-Show screenshot from the student film 
“Sticks” based off the short story 
-Have students try to identify what the 
story is about based off the picture 
(predictions) 
-Students will fill out “Before” portion of 
worksheet 
-Have students share a few answers 
-Begin reading “Sticks”. Beforehand, tell 
students to fill in the “During” questions 
while you read. It might help to have the 
story projected onto the whiteboard or for 
students to have their own copies to follow 
along with 
-Read “Sticks” a second time if time permits 

-”Sticks” by George Saunders 
-Picture from “Sticks” (film) 
-Question sheet with the 
following questions/format 

Before 
1.Identify objects, locations, 
scenarios, characters, or any 
other point of interest visible 
in the photo 
2.What questions are you 
asking yourself while viewing 
this photo? 
3.What predictions do you 
have about the story this 
photo goes along with? 

During 



-Afterwards, have students share more of 
their answers 
-Have students answer “After”questions 
-Discuss answers and talk about hidden 
meaning in story, the Artist’s Intent 
(theme) 
-Tell students we are going to explore short 
stories a little bit more in the next few days 

4.What mental images come 
to mind when reading this 
story? 
5.What questions arise while 
reading this story? 
6.What connections are you 
making while reading this 
story? 

After 
7.In your own words, what 
was “Sticks” about? Support 
your answer with evidence 
from the text 
8.Can you assume anything 
about the author now that 
you have read their story? 
Use evidence from the text 

2 -View pre-writing sheets before students 
are permitted to begin work on their short 
stories (are ideas and picture linked 
somehow?) 
-Visit every student to check 
progress/understanding 

-Show video at beginning of lesson (2:57) 
-Remind students of the short story from 
yesterday as well as the picture that went 
along with it 
-Tie video and “Sticks” together (Artist's 
Intent) (Monsters Inc is actually about 
fatherhood) 
-Say “Today I am going to provide you all 
with the inspiration and you are going to 
write me the story” 
-Reveal three photos 
-Tell students they will be using one of 
these photos to write me a short story 
-2-3 paragraphs, written or typed 
-Hand out pre-writing sheet 
-Students cannot start writing their stories 
until the pre-writing is complete and 
confirmed by you 
-Pre-writing must include evidence from the 
picture 
-Some will finish pre-writing, most won’t 
-Tell students they will have more time to 
work on these stories next class 

-Khan Academy - Pixar - 
Storytelling (2:57 video) 
-3 different pictures busy 
enough to create stories with 
-projector 
-Pre-writing worksheet 

3 -Proof Reading Checklist 
-Observation 

-Show Khan Academy video 
-Highlight section about structure (Opening, 
Middle, End) 
-Make sure students understood the part 
about conflict 
-Rest of period is a work period to finish 
pre-writing sheet and work on stories 

-Khan Academy - 
Introduction to Structure 
(3:56 video) 
-Proof Reading Checklist 



-If students finish their stories, give them 
the Proof Reading Checklist so they can edit 
solo 
-Before class ends, tell students that they 
will be editing their stories with a partner 
next class, so come prepared with rough 
draft 

4 -Peer editing sheet will be collected at end 
of class 
-Final draft of story will be collected at end 
of class (or beginning of next class if 
unfinished) 
-Reflection sheet 

-Show Khan Academy video (2:58) 
-Highlight the portion where they talked 
about editing the story 
-Tell students they will be editing their 
short stories 
-”With a partner of your choosing, you will 
take turns editing each others short stories” 
-Allow time for selection of partners while 
you hand out peer editing sheets to each 
student 
-Brainstorm as a group what “good editing” 
looks like 
   -Some ideas are: 
-be respectful 
-don’t diminish other’s work 
-help your partner, don’t hurt them 
-be a good listener (eye contact, quiet, 
etc.) 
 
-Clarify to students that they need to read 
their stories ALOUD to each other (this is a 
curriculum connection) 
-After students are done, they are to take 
their partner’s edits into consideration and 
then write a good draft of their stories 
-If a student finishes early, give them the 
Self-Reflection sheet to fill out 
-As a closure, tell students that they have 
all transformed a piece of art over the last 
week. They started with a picture and 
ended up with their own short stories 
-Call them all artists 
-If final drafts were not completed by some, 
collect them the next day 

-Khan Academy - 
Introduction to Storytelling 
(2:58 video) 
-paper + pencils 
-computers (optional) 
-Peer Editing Sheet 
-Reflection Sheet 

5 -Sheets with answers/drawings will be 
collected and judged for effort (no mark) 
-Exit slips will be collected at end of lesson 
(What social issue are you passionate 
about?) 

-Gauge classroom interest in music by 
asking what students are listening to 
-Ask students why they listen to the music 
they listen to 
-One student will probably say they like 
their music because it has a good message 

-Selection of four songs 
about social issues (racism, 
sexism, politics) 
  -Songs I used were: 
Helen Reddy - I Am Woman 
Miguel - NOW 



-that will lead into a discussion about what 
a social issue is and how it appears in music 
-Tell students that we will be listening to 
some music in class today that has to do 
with social issues 
-Hand out large sheets of paper and tell 
students to divide them into four quadrants 
-Tell students to write and draw whatever 
comes to mind when listening to each song 
(one section per song) 
-To help struggling students, have example 
questions up on the board like: 
How does the music make you feel? 
What sounds do you hear? 
What do you think this song is about? 
What do you like about the song? 
What images come to mind when listening? 
-Pull up lyrics to first song on projector (or 
display them somehow) and play the song, 
letting students write and draw as they 
please 
-After first song is complete, have students 
show you a thumbs up or a thumbs down 
to indicate if they liked the song or didn’t 
(will reduce chatter between songs) 
-Repeat process for other four songs 
-If time permits, play all songs again and 
have students go back to their original 
art/notes to add on 
-Ask students to share their notes/drawings 
about the songs 
-Hand out exit slips to each student and 
collect at end of lesson 

Gordie Howe - Secret Path 
Billie Holiday - Strange Fruit 
-Links to lyrics of all four 
songs 
-Large scrap paper + basic 
art supplies 

6 -Lesson is based off group discussion, 
participation will be assessed through 
observation 

-Remind students of the music assignment 
-Tell them today we are going to do the 
same sort of thing, this time with the news 
-Intro focuses of lesson: 
Purpose - What are they trying to do in this 
clip (inform, persuade, entertain?) 
Point Of View - Whose voice are we 
hearing? 
Influence - Is there a bias anywhere? 
Creator/Audience - Who are they speaking 
to? Who is ‘They’) 
Visuals - What do we see? (editing, maps, 
flags, etc.) 

-Four clips from diverse 
newscasts 
   -I chose: 
NBC News - Breaking: US 
Ditching Paris Climate 
Agreement (2:27) 
22 Minutes - Trump Lied to 
Trudeau (3:07) 
Tucker Carlson - Is the Left 
manipulating kids for their 
gun control agenda (3:10) 
The World’s Most Awkward 
Interview - Mr. Wacky (3:20) 



-Show each clip, stopping in between to 
discuss these questions: 
What was this clip about? 
Who do we think the audience is? 
What was the tone? 
Was there any biases in the news? What 
were they? 
Whose voice do/don’t hear? 
-After each clip and discussion, tell students 
that they will become journalists in the next 
few days, so start thinking about what kind 
of stories you want to cover 

7 -Exit slip (of sorts). Students must have 
topic chosen by end of class 

-Hand out assignment sheet for the “Biased 
Newscast Project” 
-Explain and take questions 
-Allow students to form their groups 
(2-3max) 
-Brainstorm topics one sees on the news 
(politics, sports, trends, social issues, local 
events, etc.) 
-Cycle room and take notes on each group 
(record members and topics) 
-End class by saying that we will start 
filming next class 
-”Bring camera/props/anything else you 
need” 

-“Biased Newscast Project” 
sheet 
-computers 

8  -Work period for “Biased Newscast Project” -Computers 
-Phones/Cameras for filming 

9  -Work period for “Biased Newscast Project” -Computers 
-Phones/Cameras for filming 

10 -Assessment sheet for videos includes 
criteria on: 
-Biases present in script 
-use of work periods 
-video length/mood/intention/editing 
-quality of written script (grammar, does 
everyone have a role?) 

-Presentation day for “Biased Newscast 
Project” 
-Brainstorm together what a good 
presentation looks like 
-Play videos on projector (easiest if 
students upload videos to Google 
Classrooms or similar service beforehand) 
-Mark students videos while/after they play 

-Computers 
-Projector 
-Assessment sheets 

11 -Math journals will be recorded in and 
viewed by teacher 

-Grade 7 math lesson on Circles 
-Warm up by reminding students how to 
find the perimeter of a rectangle 
-Draw circle on board, ask what it is 
-make a dot in the center of the circle, ask 
what it is 
-draw line from centre to outside of circle, 
ask what it is (might have to tell them this 
one is the radius) 

-Twine/String 
-Paper 
-Scissors 



-Draw diameter line on same circle, ask 
what it is 
-Reveal shorthand for diameter and radius 
(d and r, respectively) 
-Highlight outside of circle, perhaps with a 
new color. Ask what it is (circumference) 
-”When I say go, I want you all to get up 
and explore this room. Try to find as many 
circles as you can. Once you’ve found one 
you like, take it back to your desk and trace 
it onto a piece of paper” 
-”Now that you all have your own, unique 
circle, I want you to find the radius, 
diameter, and circumference of your circles 
using whatever materials you like” 
-You will give students access to your string 
as it becomes necessary 
-Ask students if they think they could find 
the area of their circle 
-Slowly reveal all the necessary equations 
for circles 
-give them the C=2 r formula and ask 
them how they could find the circumference 
if they only knew the diameter 
-If an extension activity is needed, have 
students try to draw the perfect circle and 
then have them try to prove it to you using 
measurements of diameter and radius 

 
 
 
 
 
From:  Wiggins, Grant and J. McTighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (pbk) 


